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DISCUSSION:

I accepted a J4 assignment to provide a definition of character.  Using ISO/IEC 10646-1 and several on-line dictionaries in the field of computing, I found lots of definitions  —  most of them having some similarities and all having some differences.  I took ideas from several and combined them to form definitions that have the appropriate meaning for COBOL. 

PROPOSED CHANGES:

Page 9,   4, Definitions, add the following in alphabetical order:

4.nnn    character (in COBOL character repertoire); COBOL character:   An abstract letter, numeral, or symbol used in formation of the words and separators of Programming language COBOL, independent of a coded representation.  


{Note that "Programming language COBOL" is the official name of the language in the ISO title,


regardless of the fact that the "L" in COBOL is still considered by some to stand for "Language".}  

4.nnn    character (in a coded character set):   A bit pattern that constitutes the coded representation of a letter, numeral, symbol, control function, or other member of a set of elements used for the organization, control, or representation of data.

4.nnn    character (in a report item, screen item, or standard data format):  A graphic character.
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